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Native Americans fret as 
report card released on 


2020 census 


By FELICIA FONSECA and 
MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) — 
Plans for the 2020 census 
were set well in advance to 
ensure Native Americans 
living on reservations were 
counted more accurately 
than during the 2010 cen- 
sus, when almost 5% of the 
population was missed. 
COVID-19, politics and an 
ever-changing deadline 
that cut the decennial 
count short weren't in those 
plans. Instead of canvass- 
ing neighborhoods and 


setting up at huge events 
like the Gathering of Na- 
tions in New Mexico, ad- 
vocates turned to phone 
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banking, dropped off pro- 
motional material at en- 
trances to tribal lands that 
were closed fo visitors and 
tried to entice people to fill 
out the census with sacks of 
flour and potatoes at road- 
side stands. 

Despite a_ well-financed 
campaign, Native Ameri- 
cans expect those living 
on about 300 reservations 
across the U.S. to be under- 
counted again. They'll find 
out Thursday just how good 
a job the Census Bureau 
believes it did in counting 
every U.S. resident during 
the 2020 census when the 
statistical agency releases 
two reports assessing the 
national count based on 
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In this Aug. 26, 2020 photo, a sign promoting Native American participation in the U.S. census is 
displayed as Selena Rides Horse enters information into her phone on behalf of a member of the 
Crow Indian Tribe in Lodge Grass, Mont. 


race, Hispanic origin, sex 
and age. 

“At the end of the day 
when you have your whole 
religious calendar that has 
been discontinued, when 


you are looking at ‘How do 
| support this huge health 
risk iN My Community,’ it re- 
ally wasn't at the forefront 
of everyone's minds,” said 
Ahiza Chavez, executive 


Associated Press 
director of NAVA Educa- 
tion Project, which led the 
New Mexico Native Census 
Coalition. 
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Activists hold signs promoting Native American participation in the U.S. census in front of a mural of Crow Tribe historian and 


“ 


Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient Joe Medicine Crow on the Crow Indian Reservation in Lodge Grass, Mont., on Aug. 26, 


2020. 


Continued from Front 


The 2020 census figures 
showed there are now 9.7 
million people who are 
American Indian and Alas- 
ka Native either alone or in 
combination with another 
race — @ significant in- 
crease from the 5.2 million 
in 2010. 

The numbers don’t line up 
with tribes’ own enrollment 
figures, in part because 
the census allows people 
to self-identify. Tribes have 
stricter criteria for enroll- 
ment that can include cal- 
culating one’s percentage 
of ancestry or tracing lin- 
eage to a list of names. 
Still, evidence that people 
were missed can be star- 
tlingly obvious. For exam- 
ple, census data showed 
the Havasupai Tribe in 
northern Arizona had no 
one who self-resoonded to 
the census. 

The tribe’s chairman, Thom- 
as Siyuja Sr., said that’s im- 
possible because he knows 
people who filled out the 
census online and by mail 


and encouraged others to 
do the same. He said some 
tribal members might have 
been reluctant to open the 
doors for a census taker 
who went door to door in 
Supai Village, deep in a 
gorge off the Grand Can- 
yon. 

“It is uncertain how our 
census count is zero be- 
cause obviously we as a 
tribe do exist, and we do 
have tribal members and 
other residents who live in 
Supai,” Siyuja said Tuesday. 
Up until the 20th century, 
Native Americans weren’t 
regularly counted in the 
once-a-decade census. 
They first were counted 
on reservations and in the 
general population in 1900, 
decades before the USS. 
considered them citizens. 
More recent changes allow 
Native Americans, Alaska 
Natives and other Indig- 
enous peoples to write in 
their ties to specific tribes or 
communities. 

The numbers matter be- 
cause they are used to dis- 
tribute $1.5 trillion in federal 


funding each year and to 
determine congressional 
representation. Montana 
gained a_ congressional 
seat after the latest census, 
but Arizona fell short of the 
numbers needed to add 
one. 

The tribal self-response rate 
among Arizona tribes, not 
including the Navajo Na- 
tion, was less than 27%. 
Tribes in Montana and 
the Dakotas didn’t fare 
much better. Washington 
state had the highest self- 
response rate for tribes at 
around 60%. 

Even before Thursday’s re- 
sults are released, tribal 
leaders worried the coro- 
navirus pandemic would 
contribute to an under- 
count. 

Tribes across the country 
shut down their reserva- 
tions, making follow-up 
interviews with unrespon- 
sive households almost im- 
possible for door-knocking 
census takers and forcing 
advocates to get creative. 
In New Mexico, tribal advo- 
cates campaigned on so- 
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cial media, the radio and 
through videos produced 
in eight Indigenous lan- 
guages. They passed out 
coloring books with census 
messaging, deployed Wi-Fi 
hot spots to help communi- 
ties struggling with internet 
access and printed flyers 
to let people know head 
start centers, health care 
and housing are funded 
through census data, 
Chavez said. 

“We went above and be- 
yond, like miracle workers,” 
she said. 

The Klamath Tribes, based 
in Chiloquin, Oregon, did 
raffles and drive-thru din- 
ner events to help people 
fill out the census and drew 
attention in a video to in- 
accurate figures for tribal 
housing in the 2010 cen- 
sus. Tribal Councilwoman 
Willa Powless said the data 
showed 38 homes on the 
tribe’s land, but the tribe 
had more than 80. 

“That really motivated peo- 
ple to want to participate,” 
she said. “It was a shock for 
tribal members to see how 


severely undercounted we 
were.” 

During the last census in 
2010, there was a 4.8% 
net undercount of Native 
American and Alaskan Na- 
tives living on reservations, 
the highest of any race. 
Black people were under- 
counted by more than 
2%, Hispanics were under- 
counted by 1.5%, and 
Asians were undercounted 
by 0.08%. Non-Hispanic 
whites were overcounted 
by 0.8%. 

Chavez thinks the under- 
count will be higher for 
Native Americans this time 
around. While a handful 
of pueblos saw high self- 
response rates because 
of previous investments in 
broadband, others didn't, 
she said. 

Many tribal lands were still 
closed when census field 
operations ended in mid- 
October 2020. By then 
plans had already gotten 
complicated. 

The Census Bureau initially 
planned for up to 1,000 
census takers to spread out 
across the Navajo Nation 
— the largest Native Ameri- 
can reservation in the US., 
spanning 27,000 square 
miles (69,000 square kilo- 
meters) in Utah, New Mex- 
ico and Arizona. It ended 
up with less than 300 at the 
peak, said James Tucker, 
an attorney with the Law- 
yer’s Committee for Civil 
Rights who chairs a Census 
Bureau advisory commit- 
tee. 

North Dakota state Rep. 
Marvin Nelson, whose dis- 
trict includes the Turtle 
Mountain Band of Chip- 
pewa reservation, is wor- 
ried about a severe under- 
count in his district since 
census operations were in- 
terrupted by the pandem- 
ic. He said his county was 
pegged at having 12,000 
residents in the 2020 cen- 
sus, while federal numbers 
put the tribal population 
alone at 17,500 people. 
“The way the census was 
conducted was really 
problematic,” Nelson said 
last week. “Almost no one 
got a census mailing, and 
then due to COVID, there 
was no home-to-home” 
door-knocking by census 
takers.) 


By NICHOLAS RICCARDI 
Associated Press 

DENVER (AP) — A codili- 
tion of civil and voting 
rights organizations _ in- 
voked the 19th-century Ku 
Klux Klan Act in a lawsuit 
fled Wednesday seeking 
to stop a group of Donald 
Trump supporters from go- 
ing door-to-door in Colora- 
do in a search for already- 
debunked voter fraud. 

The suit against the US. 
Election Integrity Plan al 
leges that the group's ac- 
tivities include photograph- 
ing voters’ homes and 
“door-to-door voter intimi- 
dation” in areas where a 
high number of minorities 
live. The group was found- 
ed after Trump lost the 
2020 election to Democrat 
Joe Biden and made false 
claims of mass voter fraud. 
Shawn Smith, a retired Air 
Force colonel who runs the 
group, did not immediately 
resoond to a request for 
comment sent to Cause 
for America, a separate 
“election integrity” group 
he runs. USEIP has no listed 
phone number or email. 
The lawsuit was filed in U.S. 
District Court for the District 
of Colorado on behalf of 
the state chapter of the 
NAACP, the League of 
Women Voters and Mi Fa- 
milia Vota. 

The move represents a high- 
profile push against a new 
method that election de- 
niers have used to try to ad- 
vance claims of voter fraud 


Springs, Colo. 


that have been roundly 
dismissed. Repeated adu- 
dits and investigations — 
including by Trump's own 
Department of Justice — 
found no significant fraud 
in the 2020 election, and 
Trump backers lost more 
than 50 lawsuits trying to 
overturn the vote. The law- 
suit relies in part on the KKK 
Act, which was passed af- 
ter the Civil War to prevent 
white vigilantes from using 
violence and terror to stop 
Black people from voting. 
The law has recently been 
cited in a lawsuit over the 
Jan. 6 Capitol insurrection. 
Rep. Bennie Thompson, a 
Mississippi Democrat, ac- 


Supporters cheer as President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally, Feb. 20, 2020, in Colorado 


cused Trump of conspir- 
ing with far-right extremist 
groups that were involved 
in storming the U.S. Capitol. 
The civil and voting rights 
groups allege that USEIP 
members sometimes carry 
firearms and badges dur- 
ing visits to voters’ homes, 
even though they do not 
work for the government. It 
cites no specific examples. 
“They're sending a very 
clear message that if you 
vote in the future in Colo- 
rado, you can expect an 
armed agent showing up 
at your door,” said Court- 
ney Hostetler, an attorney 
on the suit. 

USEIP thanks Mike Lindell, 
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Lawsuit seeks to stop group’s door-to-door voter fraud hunt 


Associated Press 


the chief executive of MyP- 
illow and a major supporter 
of election deniers, in its or- 
ganizing manual. Smith at- 
tended a meeting that Lin- 
dell organized on election 
conspiracy theories last Au- 
gust along with Tina Peters, 
a clerk in Colorado’s west- 
ern Mesa County who was 
indicted by a grand jury 
Wednesday for her role in 
copying confidential elec- 
tion data that appeared 
on conspiracy websites af- 
ter the event. 

The Colorado — secretary 
of state’s office says Smith 
was on the telephone with 
a clerk in a second county 
as he made copies of infor- 


mation from his own elec- 
tion system and gave it to 
two people not authorized 
to view it. Last month, at a 
gathering of election con- 
spiracy theorists, during a 
discussion of Colorado’s 
Democratic secretary of 
state, Smith said, “If you're 
involved in election fraud, 
then you deserve to hang.” 
In late November, Lindell 
hired Smith to run Cause of 
America. In an interview on 
former Trump adviser Steve 
Bannon’'s podcast, Smith 
said the new organization 
would “helo coordinate 
the election integrity efforts 
of citizens across the Coun- 
try.” 

Lindell did not immediately 
resoond to a request for 
comment Wednesday. 

The lawsuit alleges that the 
U.S. Election Integrity Plan 
targets high-density hous- 
ing that often is full of mi- 
nority voters who are more 
likely to vote Democratic. 
“Sometimes armed and 
donning badges to present 
an appearance of gov- 
ernment officiality, USEIP 
agents interrogate  vot- 
ers about their addresses, 
whether they participated 
in the 2020 election, and — 
if so — how they cast their 
vote,” the lawsuit said. “It 
is reported that multiple 
agents have claimed to 
be from ‘the county,’ and 
have, without any evi- 
dence, falsely accused the 
residents of casting fraudu- 
lent ballots.” 
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This photo provided by Jared Touchin shows Navajo Nation 
health director Jill Jim, left, Navajo-area Indian Health Service 
director Roselyn Tso and Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez 
in Albuquerque, N.M., on July 29, 2019. 


By FELICIA FONSECA Asso- 
ciated Press 

FLAGSTAFF, Ariz. (AP) — 
President Joe Biden an- 
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nounced Wednesday he is 
nominating veteran health 
administrator Roselyn Tso to 
oversee the federal agen- 


Indian Health Service head nominated 
amid tough challenges 


cy that delivers health care 
to more than 2.5 million Na- 
tive Americans and Alaska 
Natives. 

Tso, an enrolled member 
of the Navajo Nation, most 
recently served as direc- 
tor of the agency’s Nava- 
jo region, which stretches 
across parts of Arizona, 
New Mexico and Utah. She 
began her career with the 
Indian Health Service in 
1984 and held various roles 
in the agency’s Portland, 
Oregon, area and at its 
headquarters in Maryland, 
the White House said. 
Navajo Nation President 


Jonathan Nez said Tso is 
“exceptionally qualified” 
to lead the agency and 
pointed specifically to her 
work during the coronavi- 
rus pandemic, when the 
Navajo Nation had one of 
the highest per capita in- 
fection rates in the U.S. 

“Throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic, her leadership, 
expertise and compassion 
have helped to reduce the 
spread of this modern-day 
monster and save lives,” 
Nez said in a statement. 

Tso’s nomination is subject 
to confirmation from the 
U.S. Senate. She holds a 


bachelor’s degree in_in- 
terdisciplinary studies from 
Marylhurst University in Ore- 
gon and a master’s degree 
in organizational manage- 
ment from the University of 
Phoenix. 

The Indian Health Service 
repeatedly has been the 
focus of congressional 
hearings and _— scathing 
government reports that 
seek reform. The agency 
runs two dozen _ hospitals 
and about 90 other health 
care facilities around the 
country, most of which are 
small and on or near Native 
American reservations. 
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SPLC report: Hate groups in decline as views hit mainstream 


By AARON MORRISON 
Associated Press 

The number of white na- 
tionalist, neo-Nazi and 
anti-government extremist 
groups across the U.S. fell 
for a third straight year in 
2021, even as some groups 
were reinvigorated by the 
Jan. 6 attack on the USS. 
Capitol last year and by 
the ongoing culture wars 
over the pandemic and 
school curriculums. 

Inits annual report, released 
Wednesday, the Southern 
Poverty Law Center said it 
identified 733 active hate 
groups in 2021, down from 
the 838 counted in 2020 
and the 940 counted in 
2019. Hate groups had risen 
to a historic high of 1,021 in 
2018, said the law center, 
which tracks racism, xeno- 
phobia and far right militias. 
The number of anti-gov- 
ernment groups fell to 488 
in 2021, down from 566 in 
2020 and 576 in 2019. Such 
groups peaked at 1,360 in 
2012, the year former Presi- 
dent Barack Obama was 
elected to a second term. 
“Rather than demonstrat- 
ing a decline in the power 
of the far right, the drop- 
ping numbers of organized 
hate and anti-government 
groups suggest that the 
extremist ideas that mo- 
bilize them now operate 


it 


White nationalist demonstrators walk into Lee park surrounded by counter demonstrators in 


Charlottesville, Va., Saturday, Aug. 12, 2017. 


more openly in the political 
mainstream,” says the new 
report, shared with The As- 
sociated Press ahead of its 


release. 
The Montgomery,  Ala- 
bama-based law center 


cited several examples in- 
cluding Fox News’ Tucker 
Carlson, whose discussion 
of a conspiracy likening im- 
migration from nonwhite 
countries to a “great re- 
placement” of white Amer- 
icans last September was 
welcomed by white nation- 


alists who were linked to the 
“Stop the Steal” rally that 
preceded the Jan. 6 Capi- 
tol attack. The law center 
counted 98 active white 
nationalist groups in 2021. 
The report's release comes 
one day after a federal jury 
convicted a Texas man of 
storming the Capitol with a 
holstered handgun, in an 
attempt to obstruct Con- 
gress’ joint session to certify 
the Electoral College vote 
that cemented President 
Joe Biden’s victory over 
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former President Donald 
Trump. Separately on Tues- 
day, Henry “Enrique” Tarrio, 
a longtime leader of the 
far-right Proud Boys extrem- 
ist group, was arrested ona 
conspiracy charge related 
to his alleged role in coordi- 
nating the Capitol attack. 

Active Proud Boys chap- 
ters jumped to 72 in 2021, 
up from 43 in 2020. The rise 
in chapters was notewor- 
thy considering that more 
than three dozen members 
of the group had been 


charged in relation to their 
role in the Capitol attack, 
according to the law cen- 
ter. 

“After Jan. 6, in the im- 
mediate aftermath, these 
groups did lay low,” Susan 
Corke, SPLC’s Intelligence 
Project director, told the 
AP. “| had a moment of 
hope that was quickly ex- 
tinguished when | didn't 
see more mainstream Re- 
publicans condemn these 
groups.” 

The extremist ideas ex- 
pressed by active hate and 
anti-government — groups 
“are increasingly normal- 
ized,” Corke added. 
Beyond the Capitol attack, 
the law center’s report de- 
tails how several factions 
of the far right movement 
have been reinvigorated 
by political wedge issues. 
Issues fueling active hate 
and anti-government ex- 
tremist groups include the 
banning of critical race 
theory and books that 
discuss LGBTQ identity in 
public schools, coronavirus 
vaccine and mask man- 
dates, and immigration. 
“This movement is working 
feverishly to undermine de- 
mocracy, but what's more 
startling is that they are also 
coalescing around a will- 
ingness to engage in vio- 
lence,” Corke said.) 


An adult and young manatee swim together in a canal, Feb. 16, 
2022, in Coral Gables, Fla. 


By CURT ANDERSON 
Associated Press 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) 
— More than 55 tons of 
lettuce have been fed to 
starving Florida manatees 
as part of an experimental 
program to help the slow- 
moving marine mammals 
since their natural food is 
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being destroyed by water 
pollution, wildlife officials 
said Wednesday. 

The lettuce, funded by 
more than 1,000 individual 
donations, is offered to 
manatees that gather in 
the warm water discharge 
near a power plant on 
Florida’s east coast as they 


55 tons of lettuce fed to Florida’s 
starving manatees 


typically do during cold 
months. 

Officials from the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Conserva- 
tion Commission and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
said in a conference call 
that the feeding program 
has made a difference. 
“That's a substantial 
amount,” said Ron Mezich, 
feeding program coordi- 
nator for the Florida wild- 
life commission. “We're not 
done yet.” 

The unprecedented feed- 
ing response came after 
a record 1,100 manatees 
died last year, largely be- 
cause of starvation. 

The problem requires a 
long-term solution because 
pollution from agriculture, 
septic tanks, urban runoff 


and other sources is killing 
the seagrass on which the 
marine mammals rely. 
Through Feb. 25 this year, 
about 375 confirmed man- 
atee deaths have been re- 
corded. 

That compares to 389 dur- 
ing the same period last 
year; both are far above 
the 136 deaths reported 
in 2020 during the first two 
months. 

More than 80 rescued 
manatees are currently be- 
ing cared for at facilities in 
Florida, Texas, Puerto Rico 
and Ohio, according to 
Terri Calleson of the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. Some 
of those are abandoned 
calves that typically take 
longer to recover.Florida 
legislators last year pro- 


vided $8 million for several 
seagrass restoration proj- 
ects that will get off the 
ground this year, officials 
said. But it won't be an im- 
mediate solution. 

“We're not solving the sea- 
grass issue in a year,” said 
Tom Reinert of the Florida 
wildlife commission. 

There are currently about 
7,500 manatees, also 
known as sea cows, living 
in Florida waters. 

They are listed federally as 
a threatened species, al- 
though there are efforts to 
give them the heightened 
endangered designation. 
The approach of warmer 
weather means manatees 
will disperse to areas where 
food is more plentiful, offi- 
cials said.) 


By RAF CASERT, KELVIN 
CHAN and DANICA KIRKA 

Associated Press 

BRUSSELS (AP) — Europe 
faces a tough choice: Is it 
worth a recession to choke 
off oil and gas money to 
Russia while it fights a war in 
Ukraine? 

While U.S. and British bans 
on Russian oil increase the 
pressure on Europe to fol- 
low suit, the continent's 
dependence on Russia for 
energy makes an immedi- 
ate embargo much more 
difficult. Still, some officials 
say it is the only way to stop 
pouring billions in oil and 
gas revenue into President 
Vladimir Putin’s coffers, de- 
spite the near certainty of 
record inflation worsening. 

Europe gets around 40% of 
its natural gas and 25% of its 
oil from Russia, whereas the 
U.S. gets meager amounts 
of oil and no natural gas. 
An EU boycott would mean 
higher prices at the pump 
and on utility bills, and ul- 
timately the threat of an 
energy crisis and recession 
while the economy is still re- 
covering from the corona- 
virus pandemic. 

Prices for everything from 
food to electricity are al- 
ready painfully high partly 
because of skyrocketing 
natural gas prices in Eu- 
rope. 

Governments have rolled 
out subsidies to Compen- 
sate people for high utility 
bills, while gasoline has risen 
above 2.01 euros per liter — 
the equivalent of $8.33 per 
gallon, meaning filling up a 
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Europe faces pressure to join U.S., British ban on Russian oil 


A winding tower of a closed coal mine rusts in front of a coal-fired power station Gelsenkirchen, 
Germany, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. 


compact car could cost 90 
euros ($98). 

Those costs already are cut- 
ting into consumer spend- 
ing, with inflation at all-time 
high of 5.8%. The question 
iss How much more pain 
can Europeans take to try 
to stop Putin's attack on 
Ukraine? 

“The consequences to 
the European economy 
would be major,” said Sim- 
one Tagliapietra, an en- 
ergy policy expert at the 
Bruegel think tank in Brus- 
sels. “And therefore, there 
would need to be an up- 
front, clear, political deci- 
sion that we are willing to 
compromise our economy, 
we are willing to afford a 
recession, in order to hit Pu- 


tin where it hurts.” 

U.S. President Joe Biden 
acknowledged as much 
when he announced the 
U.S. ban on Russian oil im- 
ports, saying “many of our 
European allies and part- 
ners will not be able to join 
us.” 

Efforts to agree on a boy- 
cott could be complicated 
because some EU member 
countries are much more 
dependent than others on 
Russia. Germany and Italy 
rely heavily on Russian nat- 
ural gas. Poland gets 67% 
of its oil from Russia, while 
Ireland gets only 5%. 

“It will be divisive within 
Europe because one part 
of Europe risks suffering 
more,” said David Elmes, 
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head of the Global Energy 
Research Group at the Uni- 
versity of Warwick's busi- 
ness school. “So it’s going 
to put the European po- 
litical system and the Euro- 
pean agreements and the 
European project ... under 
an awful lot of stress.” 

The European Commission, 
the EU’s executive arm, an- 
nounced a plan Tuesday 
to wean the bloc off two- 
thirds of Russian natural 
gas by the end of the year, 
including by purchasing 
more liquefied natural gas 
brought by ship and build- 
ing up renewables more 
quickly. 

That already will be a mas- 
sive challenge to accom- 
plish, Netherlands Prime 


Minister Mark Rutte said, 
because “we are very 
much dependent, that’s 
the sad reality.” 

The EU goal “is a huge task 
to get there. I’m not sure 
we can get that, but we 
have to do everything in 
our power to make that 
happen,” he said Wednes- 
day. 

With the world already fac- 
ing an energy crunch and 
oil prices soaring to $120 
per barrel — compared 
with $76 at the end of last 
year — a European boy- 
cott would send prices and 
inflation “to the moon,” 
said Tagliapietra from the 
Bruegel think tank. And 
not just for Europe, but en- 
ergy-consuming countries 
around the world. 

Yet the intensification of 
the conflict, the stream of 
refugees and the heart- 
rending images of suffering 
are keeping the issue very 
much on the table. 

There is “considerable pres- 
sure both from allies as well 
as domestically — the pub- 
lic would probably back 
this sort of a move as long 
as it didn’t meant too high 
prices,” Caroline Bain, chief 
commodities economist at 
Capital Economics said in 
an online briefing Tuesday. 
Bain expected European 
countries to take a “more 
measured approach” 
rather than a complete 
ban on Russian energy and 
“look at ways in which they 
can reduce considerably 
their reliance on Russian 
energy.” 


South Korea 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
— South Korea's military 
on Wednesday returned 
a North Korean boat and 
its seven crew members 
across the couniries’ dis- 
puted western sea bound- 
ary a day after they drifted 
into waters near a South 
Korean border island. 

South Korea’s navy fired 
warning shots on Tuesday 
to chase away a North 
Korean patrol vessel that 
temporarily crossed the so- 
called Northern Limit Line 


returns North 


boat, 7 crew members 


while pursuing the boat 
near Baekryeong island. 
The seven crew members 
told South Korean military 
officials they drifted south 
of the boundary because 
of navigation mistakes 
and mechanical problems 
and expressed a desire 
to return to North Korea, 
South Korea’s Defense 
Ministry said. 

South Korea's navy has 
often fired warning shots 
to repel North Korean ves- 
sels crossing the countries’ 


Korean 


poorly marked sea border, 
but there also have been 
some deadly clashes over 
the years. 

South Korea blamed North 
Korea for an attack on a 
South Korean warship that 
killed 46 sailors in 2010, but 
the North has denied re- 
sponsibility. 

South Korea has patrolled 
waters around the North- 
ern Limit Line for decades 
after it was drawn up by 
the U.N. command at the 
end of the 1950-53 Korean 


South Korean Navy’s patrol ships search for survivors from the 
sunken South Korean navy ship near South Korea’s Baekryeong 


island, March 29, 2010. 


War. North Korea does not 
recognize the line and in- 
sists Upon a boundary that 


encroaches deeply 
waters Currently controlled 
by the South.) 
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Israel, Turkey vow to heal rift despite sharp differences 


By BURHAN OZBILICI and 
SUZAN FRASER 

Associated Press 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — Tur- 
key and Israel agreed on 
Wednesday to rebuild their 
relationship despite their 
differences, as Israel's Presi- 
dent Isaac Herzog became 
the first Israeli leader to visit 
Turkey in 14 years. 
Appearing before cameras 
following talks with Herzog, 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan described 
Israeli president’s visit as 
“historic” and “a_ turning 
point” in Turkish-Israeli rela- 
tions. He said Turkey was 
ready to cooperate with 
Israel in the energy sector, 
adding that the Turkish for- 
eign and energy ministers 
would soon visit Israel for 
more talks on increased 
cooperation. 

“Our common goal is to 
revitalize political dialogue 
between our countries 
based on common inter- 
ests and respect for mutual 
sensitivities,” Erdogan said. 
Herzog said his visit consti- 
tutes a “very important mo- 
ment” in relations, allow- 
ing the countries to “build 
bridges essential to us all.” 
Both leaders conceded 
however, that differences 
remain — not least on the 
issue of the Palestinians. 
“We expressed the impor- 
tance we attach to reduc- 
ing tensions in the region 
and preserving the vision of 
a two-state solution,” Erdo- 


Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, right, shows the way to Israel’s President Isaac Herzog 
pose during a welcome ceremony, in Ankara, Turkey, Wednesday, March 9, 2022. 


gan said. “| underlined the 
importance we attach to 
the historical status of Jeru- 
salem and the preservation 
of the religious identity and 
sanctity of Masjid Aqsa,” 
the Al-Aqsa Mosque in Je- 
rusalem’s historic Old City. 

Israel captured east Jerusa- 
lem with its Jewish, Christian 
and Muslim holy sites — the 
emotional ground zero of 
the more than century- 
long conflict — in the 1967 
Mideast war and annexed 
it in @ move unrecognized 
by most of the international 
community. The Palestin- 
ians seek east Jerusalem 
as capital of a future state 


along with the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The Israelis and Palestin- 
ians have not held substan- 
tive peace negotiations to 
reach a two-state solution 
to the conflict in over a de- 
cade. 

Herzog said: “We must 
agree in advance that we 
will not agree on every- 
thing, that is the nature of 
relations with a past as rich 
as ours.” 

“But the disagreements we 
will aspire to resolve with 
mutual respect and open- 
ness, through the proper 
mechanisms and systems, 
with a view to a shared fu- 


Associated Press 


ture,” he said. 

Turkey and Israel once were 
close allies, but the relation- 
ship frayed under Erdogan, 
who is an outspoken critic 
of Israel's policies toward 
the Palestinians. Israel also 
has been angered by Erdo- 
gan’s embrace of Hamas, 
the militant group that con- 
trols the Gaza Strip. Israel 
considers Hamas a terrorist 


group. 
The countries withdrew their 
respective ambassadors 


in 2010 after Israeli forces 
stormed a Gaza-bound 
flotilla carrying humanitar- 
ian aid for Palestinians that 
broke an Israeli blockade. 


The incident resulted in the 
deaths of nine Turkish activ- 
ists. Relations broke down 
again in 2018 when Turkey, 
angered by the U.S. mov- 
ing its embassy in Israel 
to Jerusalem, once more 
recalled its ambassador, 
prompting Israel to respond 
in kind. The two countries 
have not reappointed their 
ambassadors. 

The steps toward a rap- 
prochement with _ Israel 
come as Turkey, beset by 
economic troubles, has 
been trying to end its inter- 
national isolation by nor- 
malizing ties with several 
countries in the Mideast, 
including Egypt, the United 
Arab Emirates and Saudi 
Arabia. 

Earlier, Herzog arrived at 
the Turkish — presidential 
palace in the capital, An- 
kara, escorted by a Turkish 
mounted color guard. Er- 
dogan and a military honor 
guard greeted him as a 
band played the Israeli an- 
them for the first time since 
2008. 

Herzog arrived on a plane 


emblazoned with the 
words “peace,” “future” 
and “partnership” in He- 


brew, Turkish and English. 

In Istanbul, a group of 
about 150 people, mostly 
members of  pro-lslamist 
groups, protested Herzog’s 
visit, chanting anti-Israeli 
slogans and holding ban- 
ners calling the Israeli presi- 
dent a “killer.” 


a 


In this photo provided by the Philippine Drug Enforcement 
Agency Public Information Office (PDEA PIO), a man arranges 
bags of seized suspected methamphetamine in Valenzuela 
city, Philippines Tuesday, March 8, 2022. 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— Philippine authorities 
seized suspected metham- 
phetamine estimated to 
be worth more than 1 bil- 
lion pesos ($19.6 million) at 


Associated Press 


a home in the capital re- 
gion Tuesday and arrested 
a Chinese suspect, as the 
president’s crackdown on 
illegal drugs pressed on in 
his final months in Dower. 


Philippine authorities seize largest drug 


haul this year 


Philippine Drug Enforce- 
ment Agency chief Wilkins 
Villanueva said about 160 
kilograms (352 pounds) of 
the suspected — stimulant, 
locally called shabu, was 
discovered in the house in 
Valenzuela city in metro- 
politan Manila after the ar- 
rest of the Chinese suspect 
and his Filipina companion 
by law enforcers who pre- 
tended to be drug buyers. 
If the seized substance, 
some packed in tea bags, 
turns out to be metham- 
phetamine, it would be the 
largest illegal drug haul so 
far this year. Tuesday’s raid 
was the latest in a series of 


antidrug operations across 
the country this month that 
have led to the arrest of 11 
suspects and the confisca- 
tion of a large amount of 
methamphetamine, Villan- 
ueva said. 

About a week ago, po- 
lice and anti-drug agents 
seized 60 kilograms (132 
pounds) of methamphet- 
amine with an estimated 
street value of more than 
400 million pesos ($7.8 mil- 
lion) in a raid in Marilao 
town in Bulacan province 
near Valenzuela city, po- 
lice said.”"We told you to 
stop but you're just so hard- 
headed,” Villanueva said 


at anews conference Tues- 
day night, addressing drug 
dealers. “We'll get to all of 
you, just wait.” 

President Rodrigo Duterte 
launched a deadly crack- 
down on illegal drugs at 
the start of his six-year term 
in 2016. The campaign has 
led to the arrest of thou- 
sands of mostly petty sus- 
pects and the killing of 
more than 6,200 others in 
mostly police-enforced op- 
erations that have alarmed 
Western governments and 
human rights groups. The 
killings have sparked an in- 
vestigation by the Interna- 
tional Criminal Court. 


By SONIA PEREZ D. 
Associated Press 
GUATEMALA’ CITY (AP) 
— Guatemalan lawmak- 
ers have increased prison 
sentences for women who 
have abortions, bucking a 
recent trend in Latin Amer- 
ica toward expanding ac- 
cess to the procedures. 

As some of Latin America’s 
largest countries — Mexi- 
co, Argentina, Colombia 
— have expanded abor- 
tion access in the past two 
years, there remain coun- 
tries where conservative 
religious trends continue to 
hold sway. 

Late Tuesday — Interna- 
tional Women’s Day — 
Guatemala's Congress 
passed a “Protection of Life 
and Family” law that also 
targeted the LGBTQ com- 
munity. On Wednesday, 
which Guatemala’s Con- 
gress declared “Life and 
Family Day,” President Ale- 
jandro Giammattei said in 
a speech at the National 
Palace, “This event is an in- 
vitation to unite as Guate- 
malans to protect life from 
conception until natural 
death.” 

Guatemalan women con- 
victed of terminating their 
pregnancies can now face 
sentences up to 10 years 
that before were a maxi- 
mum of three. The Con- 
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Guatemala increases abortion penalty, bans same-sex marriage 
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Women participate in a demonstration marking International Women’s Day in downtown 


Guatemala City, Tuesday, March 8, 2022. 


gress imposed even heavi- 
er penalties for doctors and 
others who assist women in 
ending pregnancies. 
Abortions are legal only 
when the life of the mother 
is at risk. 

Lawmakers backing the 
legislation said the law was 
necessary because “minor- 
ity groups in society pro- 
pose ways of thinking and 
practices that are incon- 
gruous with Christian moral- 
ity.” 

Lawmaker Vicenta Geroni- 


mo, who voted against the 
legislation, said it violates 
human rights, especially 
of women in rural areas 
where there isn’t a govern- 
ment health infrastructure. 
The legislation passed with 
101 votes in favor and 8 
against. Fifty-one lawmak- 
ers were not present. 

Jordan Rodas, Guatema- 
la’s elected human rights 
prosecutor, said Guatema- 
la was regressing by limiting 
women's rights at a time 
the world was expanding 


Associated Press 


them. He added that those 
supporting sexual diversity 
are not seeking privileges, 
“but want to live free of 
stigma and discrimination.” 
“The approval of this dan- 
gerous initiative represents 
a threat to the rights of 
women and LGBT people 
in the country,” said Cris- 
tian Gonzdlez of Human 
Rights Watch. He also said 
the legislation served as a 
distraction from President 
Giammattei’s | systematic 
dismantling of the justice 


system. Opposition law- 
maker Samuel Pérez said 
it was approved by men 
unaffected by the issue of 
abortion. 

Colombia expanded ac- 
cess to abortion last month 
when the Constitutional 
Court voted to legalize the 
procedure until the 24th 
week of pregnancy. Prior 
to the ruling, Colombia al- 
lowed abortions only when 
a woman's life was in dan- 
ger, a fetus had malforma- 
tions or the pregnancy re- 
sulted from rape. 

In September, Mexico's 
Supreme Court ruled that 
abortion was not a crime, 
that it was unconstitutional 
to punish abortion. 

And in January of last year, 
a law went into effect in 
Argentina allowing elec- 
tive abortion up to the 14th 
week of pregnancy and 
beyond that in cases in- 
volving rape or risk to the 
woman's health. It was all 
the more. significant be- 
cause Pope Francis hails 
from Argentina. 

The Guatemala _ legisla- 
tion also explicitly prohib- 
ited same-sex marriage — 
which was already effec- 
tively illegal — and banned 
schools from teaching any- 
thing that could “deviate 
(a child's) identity accord- 
ing to their birth gender.”L) 


Puerto Rico scraps debt restructuring 
deal for power company 


By DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 
— Puerto Rico’s governor 
on Tuesday announced 
that his administration was 
cancelling a proposed 
debt restructuring deal for 
the island's public power 
company, calling it unfea- 
sible. 

The deal had been in the 
works for several years and 
was delayed by the pan- 
demic, with many expect- 
ing it might have been ap- 
proved soon since Puerto 
Rico’s government is start- 
ing to emerge from bank- 
ruptcy after declaring in 
2015 that it was unable to 
pay its more than $70 billion 
public debt load. 

The island’s Electric Power 


Authority holds more than 
$9 billion of that debt, the 
largest of any government 
agency, and economists 
consider restructuring that 
debt key for the island’s 
economic progress. 

Gov. Pedro Pierluisi said 
that the current proposed 
deal is neither feasible nor 
in Puerto Rico’s best inter- 
est. “| am committed to 
achieving (the company’s) 
exit from bankruptcy,” he 
said, adding that he sup- 
ports a deal that would 
ensure an efficient, cleaner 
and reliable electric ener- 
gy system for the island. 

A federal control board 
that oversees Puerto Rico's 
finances and the ongoing 
bankruptcy-like process in 
federal court said it sup- 


ported Pierluisi’s decision. 
However, it noted that the 
plan would have cut the 
power company's debt 
by 32% and that legislators 
whose approval was need- 
ed “unfortunately rejected 
some of the key terms...as 
unacceptable.” 

Both the board and the 
governor's office — said 
worldwide economic con- 
ditions — including rising 
inflation and surging prices 
of oil — have changed sig- 
nificantly since the agree- 
ment was negotiated with 
creditors in 2019. 

On Monday, the Institute 
for Energy Economics and 
Financial Analysis criticized 
the plan, saying “it ignores 
Puerto Rico’s financial vul- 
nerability and puts the fu- 


Roberto Figueroa Caballero sits on a small table in his home that 
was destroyed by Hurricane Maria in La Perla neighborhood on 
the coast of San Juan, Puerto Rico, on Oct. 5, 2017. 

Associated Press 


ture of its energy grid at 
risk.” 

Tom Sanzillo, director of 
financial analysis for the 
Ohio-based nonprofit, said 
the deal would have im- 
posed a “significant rate 
increase” while repaying 
bondholders for $8.2 billion 
of legacy debt. 


He said that by impos- 
ing new debt service to 
pay off old debt, the deal 
would have canceled any 
benefit from the $12 billion 
Puerto Rico is slated to re- 
ceive from the U.S. federal 
government to rebuild its 
power grid following Hurri- 
cane Maria.l) 
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Paseo Herencia is always fun and exciting to visit 


NOORD— Paseo Herencia offers a 
variety of shopping, dining and en- 
tertainment options in an outdoor 
center located in the heart of Palm 
Beach - walking distance from the 
high-rise hotels. 


Shopping 

The Paseo Herencia stores offer a 
great collection in beach wear, 
clothing, perfume, shoes, jewelry, 


souvenirs and much more. Pamper 
yourself by visiting Maggy’s and 
enjoy their salon services and shop 
for your favorite beauty products. 
Aruba Aloe has that perfect gift to 
bring back home, all made with 
natural ingredients. Other brand 
favorites are Tommy Hilfiger, Calvin 
Klein, Aldo, Carmen Steffens, Nike 
store, Pandora and many more. 


Restaurants 

Start with a breakfast meal at 
Paseo Herencia offering unique 
breakfast options such as Drunk’s 
Denial with their Make it Your Own 
Crépe Bar offering sweet and sa- 
vory crépe flavors and the option 
to booze it up with their Mimosa 
crépe (mandarin soaked in cham- 
pagne)}, Pina Colada (pineapples 
in coconut rum), Bourbon Apple, 
Brandy Apricot, Whiskey Pear and 
more. Location can be found by 
following the bakery smell upon 
arrival. Another option is Sibarita 
with their Latin inspired breakfast 
plates such as Huevos Rancheros, 
Cafetero Breakfast, Empanadas 
and more surrounded by a cozy 


picnic setting. Go Argentinian style 
at Che Bar and try their delicious 
omelet with chorizo/nam, mozza- 
rella, onions, peppers, and toma- 
toes served with skillet potatoes 
and toast. Looking for a complete 
breakfast? Visit TGI Fridays and go 
for the crispy bacon or sausage, 
eggs your way and fluffy pancakes 
and toasts for only $9.99, available 
all day - every day including unlim- 
ited coffee refills. 


These restaurants are also open for 
lunch & dinner offering you a va- 
riety of cuisine choices. If you're 
looking for more unique concepts, 
join us for dinner at Xixon Restau- 
rant greatly known in Miami for 
their Spanish inspired dishes with 
top notch flavors and the largest 
wine variety or visit The Lazy Turtle 
and try their exotic African dish 
“Kuvuta Kuku” accompanied by 
their tasty lazy cocktails. 

Coming for drinks? Sip and have 
a good time at the Bulldog Aruba 
located in the center of the Plaza. 
Open till late. 


VIP Cinema 
Visit the one-of-a-kind Caribbean 


reservations@pinchosgrillaruba.com 


foYo) 


Follow Us@ f 


Cinemas VIP on the second floor of 
Paseo Herencia and enjoy your fa- 
vorite movies in the most comfort- 
able reclining seats with high quali- 
ty screens with the latest projection 
and 7.1 Dolby surround sound and 
not to forget their delicious buttery 
bag of popcorn. 


Entertainment 

Catch live shows from Monday to 
Thursday and Sunday at 80m on 
the Paseo center stage and the 
nightly water shows at 7:30om, 
8:30eM and 9:30pm. Looking for 
some adrenaline? Visit the Airsoft 
experience located behind The 
Lazy Turtle. Snap Instagramable 
pictures at the Angel Wings lo- 
cated between Pandora and Free 
Spirit or the Flying mosaic hearts lo- 
cated behind King Churros. 
Parking up to two hours is free 
when shopping, dining or catching 
a movie at Paseo Herencia. Just 
present your purchase receipt at 
our parking cashier. 


To learn more about our specials 
and events, visit the Paseo Heren- 
cia website www.paseoherencia. 
com.) 
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Honoring of Emerald Ambassadors 
at Divi Phoenix Aruba 
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EAGLE BEACH - Recenily, 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
representative Marouska 
Heyliger had the great 
pleasure in honoring many 
loyal Aruba visitors with 
their distinctive certificates. 


These certificates are a 
way to say “Masha Danki” 
for continuously choosing 
Aruba as a favorite vaca- 
tion destination. 


The titles are as following: 
10+ years “Distinguished 
Visitor”, 20+ years “Good- 
will Ambassador” and 36+ 
years “Emerald Ambassa- 
dor”. 


The honorees are: Den- 
nis and Vickie Carol from 
Michigan who have been 
honored as Distinguished 
Visitors of Aruba. 


They have been honored 
as Distinguished Visitors. 


The couple loves coming 
to the island for it’s beauti- 
ful weather, friendly people 
and variety of restaurants. 


Heyliger together with the 
representatives of Bucuti 
and Tara Resorts presented 
the certificates to the hon- 
orees, handed over some 
presents and also thanked 
them for choosing Aruba 
as their favorite vacation 
destination and as their 
home-away-from-home.L) 


Are you in Aruba for "Wor- 
kation" and need high- 
speed Internet anywhere 
at any time? SETAR, Aru- 
ba's biggest telecom pro- 
vider, offers you the fastest 
wireless Internet plans on 


Everyday triple points 
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Prepaid High-Speed Internet anywhere 
on the island 


an LTE network. 


Work remotely on the 
beach via your tablet, lap- 
top, or smartphone and 
enjoy faster upload and 
download speeds. SETAR 


W| Prepaid Wireless 


- without 


Broad- 
band offers you a lower la- 
tency rate, meaning web- 
sites loads faster, YouTube 
does not pause every five 
seconds, and apps down- 
load at a higher speed, alll 
using your Mi-Fi device. 


SETAR Wireless Broadband 
Prepaid offers you Internet 
anywhere for a fixed fee 
worrying about 
additional charges, and 
it is easy to use and ac- 
cess. Choose the bundle 
that suits your budget and 
needs. 


Visit SETAR Teleshop with 
locations around the island 
or at the airport to check 
your Mi-Fi SIM or device.L) 


Totally sanitized table and chips. 


ORCHID CASINO 


for you and your party. 


RESERVE your Private Table 


Call 525 7777 ext.209 
to make a reservation. 


Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin) 
welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE 
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ORANJESTAD —- March is 
celebrated as Colorectar 
Cancer Awareness Month. 


IN connection with the 
awareness month, the Min- 
ister of Public Health, Dan- 
gui Oduber, wants to inform 
and raise awareness in the 
community about colorec- 
tal cancer. It is part of the 
government's — prevention 
policy, as indicated in the 
national plan to prevent 
NCDs (Noncommunicable 
diseases). Various stake- 
holders and with the PAHO 
are part of this plan. 


Around the world, colorec- 
tal cancer is one of the 
most common types of 
cancer. It is in the top 5 


Let us fight against colon cancer 


most frequently diagnosed 
cancers in Aruba. Colorec- 
tal cancer starts in the pan- 
creas, which is located 
behind the stomach and 
is part of the digestive sys- 
tem. The awareness month 
theme is #letsbeatcolon- 
cancer “let’s fight against 
colorectal cancer”. 


The direct cause of colorec- 
tal cancer is still Unclear. 
However, there are various 
ways with which you could 
minimize the risks. 


Control your feces regularly 
for any signs of colorec- 
tal cancer. If you notice 
blood, slime, or any irregu- 
larity, itis advisable to con- 
sult your family physician. It 


is also important to tell your 
family physician about your 
family's history with colorec- 
tal cancer if there is one. 


Some factors that can in- 
crease the risk of getting 
colorectal cancer are: 
Tobacco use; 

Obesity; 

Diabetes; 

Chronic Colorectal Disease 
(inflammation); 

Frequent exposure to cer- 
tain chemical fumes. 


The risk of getting diag- 
nosed with colorectal can- 
cer increases with age. Re- 
search indicates that the 
majority of colorectal can- 
cer diagnosed are in men. 
The cause may be the 


higher tobacco consump- 
tion by men compared to 
women. 


Prevention is essential. A 
well-balanced lifestyle and 
nutrition are key elements 
in prevention. 

In March, the government 
will emphasize proper nu- 
trition to prevent chronic 
diseases. Eat more vegeta- 


bles, fruits and drink plenty 
of water to help your diges- 
tive system. 


The Minister encourages 
the community to exercise, 
eat healthily and help oth- 
ers live healthier lives. A 
healthy lifestyle helps pre- 
vent chronic diseases land 
many cancers, including 
colorectal cancers.q 


Participation of women in the workforce of Aruba 


ORANJESTAD - The ILO cel- 
ebrated this year’s Inter- 
national Women’s Day by 
advocating for large-scale 
investments in a package 
of care leave and services 
that benefit workers, chil- 
dren, families, businesses, 
societies, and the planet. 


Worldwide, women are in 
charge of family care and 
household chores. This kind 
of care is without pay and 
nowadays is getting more 


recognized. 


The Department of Labor 
and_ Investigation (DAO) 
shares the message of ILO 
and presents some recent 
statistics about the position 
of women in the Aruban la- 
bor market: 

Women comprise 51.4% of 
the workforce at the end of 
2021. In 2019 it was 51.9%. 
Approximately 49% of 
women worked for more 
than 5 years for the same 


employer. 

The majority of female 
workers (28%) work in the 
hospitality sector, com- 
merce, wholesale and re- 
tail, and car repair (15%) 
The number of families re- 
ceiving welfare comprises 
60% women at the end 
of 2020. This amount in- 
creased in 2019 by 20%. 


Unemployment under 
women increased from 
6.2% in 2019 to 8.0% in 2020. 


The participation rate of 
women in the workforce 
decreased from 58.7% in 
2019 to 50.2% in 2020. 

The number of inactive 
women increases from 
2019 to 2020 by 30%. This 
is approximately 5500 per- 
sons. 

The percentage of working 
women 15 years and older 
decreased from 55.7% in 
2019 to 46.2% in 2020. 


DAO congratulated alll 
women on their day for 
their extraordinary achieve- 
ments and contributions to 
Aruba's economy. 


Positivism and determina- 
tion will help us recover 
from any trying time and 
continue to prosper. DAO 
will continue with its efforts 
to protect and optimize the 
position of women in the la- 
bor market of Aruba.) 


New prices for petroleum 
products starting March 9th 


| 261.0 


| +15.3 = 


Oranjestad - As of yesterday, the 9th of March, the 
price for petroleum products in Aruba changed. 


The Minister of Economic Affairs, Communications 
and Sustainable Development announced that the 
prices for petroleum products were adjusted, and 
would come into effect starting March 9th of 2022. 


The price for gasoline unleaded-premium will see an 
increase of 15,3 cents, making the total price 261,0 
cents per litre. Gasoil LS will see an increase of 14,7 
cents which will bring the total price to 228 cents per 
litre and Kerosene will see an increase of 13,6 cents 
which brings the price to 209,9 cents per litre. 


Turnover tax (BBO), Health tax (BAZV) and BAVP are 


included in the prices.) 


BUSINESS 


Alt 


THURSDAY 10 MARCH 2022 


‘HODL’: A typo takes hold as a sound cryptocurrency strategy 


By ANDY ROSEN 

of NerdWallet 

Late in 2013, with bitcoin 
prices in the middle of a 
steep dip, a post appeared 
in an online forum featuring 
a misspelling that would 
become legendary: “!l AM 
HODLING.” 

The mangling of the word 
“hold” captured a_ kind 
of irreverent blind faith of 
some early cryptocurrency 
adopters, and it has since 
become a part of the lexi- 
con of digital assets. 

But “HODL” is more than 
just a meme. According 
to financial planners and 
analysts, it’s also a ratio- 
nal response to a market 
whose ups and downs are 
exceedingly difficult to pre- 
dict. 

“The holding part of it is 
important because it’s a 
nascent industry, and as a 
retail investor you are not 
well-equipped to be able 
to capture the volatility 
and to trade the assets,” 
says Theresa Morrison, a 
certified financial planner 
in Tucson, Arizona. 

Indeed, the original HODLer 
in 2013. had no illusions 
about their ability to play 
the market. But the post 
conveyed a_ confidence 
that time would improve 
bitcoin’s fortunes. 

“WHY AM | HOLDING? I'LL 
TELL YOU WHY,” their mes- 
sage read (this time spell- 
ing “hold” correctly). “It’s 
because I'm a bad trader 
and | KNOW I'M A BAD 


on Nov. 18, 2021. 


TRADER.” 

A_ TIME-TESTED STRATEGY, 
WITH LIMITATIONS 

The utility of HODLing, like 
any investment strategy, 
has its limits. Even a long- 
term cryptocurrency inves- 
tor would be well-served to 
articulate clear goals and 
to monitor the emerging 
space for systemic risks. 

But in general, the idea 
of investing for long-term, 
rather than — short-term, 
gains is not a new one. 
One time-tested guideline 
for investing in the stock 
market is to put money in 
only if you’ re willing to keep 
it there for the foreseeable 
future — say, at least five 


An advertisement of Bitcoin, one of the cryptocurrencies, is displayed on a building in Hong Kong, 


years — rather than trying 
to time short-term peaks 
and valleys. 

With cryptocurrency, Mor- 
rison says, the importance 
of patience is even higher. 
The volatility is more ex- 
treme, but the long-term 
gains have been quite ap- 
pealing. 

lf you invested $1,000 in 
bitcoin on the day of the 
original HODL post, it would 
be worth almost $63,000 in 
early 2022. But there are 
countless people who have 
lost money trading bitcoin 
in the meantime, buying it 
when it was high and bail- 
ing out after a disappoint- 
ing fall. 
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Many long-term HODLers 
take the examples of suc- 
cessful gains as a validation 
of a strategy that at times 
can border on zealotry. In 
online forums devoted to 
cryptocurrency, users can 
be shunned for liquidating 
part of their holdings even 
after significant long-term 
gains. 

“There is nothing wrong with 
locking your profits,” one 
user on Reddit’s CryptoCur- 
rency message board la- 
mented recently. “Don’t let 
anyone make you feel bad 
about it. Even if you lock 
your profits at 50%, you are 
still 50% up.” 

AN ARTICLE OF FAITH 


The devotion among 
HODLers comes from the 
culture surrounding bitcoin 
and other cryptocurren- 
cies, says David Duong, 
head of institutional re- 
search at the cryptocur- 
rency exchange Coinbase. 
For some, cryptocurrency 
represents a vision of eco- 
nomic change that is big- 
ger than themselves. 

One of the distinguishing 
features of so-called block- 
chain technologies such 
as cryptocurrencies is that 
they could theoretically 
be used to create “de- 
centralized” products and 
services free from the costs 
and controls imposed by 
authorities such as bankers 
and regulators. 

“The people who are in the 
space very much have a 
belief about the transfor- 
mative nature of the tech- 
nology itself,” Duong says. 
YOUR DECISION: IS HODL 
FOR YOU? 

You don’t have to be a 
cryptocurrency disciple to 
learn something from the 
HODLers. If you believe in 
the value of your invest- 
ments, you might be less 
likely to panic in the face of 
market turmoil. 

A good strategy, Morrison 
says, is to have a strong 
idea of why you're invest- 
ing in something when you 
buy it. And when you're 
tempted to sell it, a key 
question is whether some- 
thing about your analysis 
has changed.() 


Harvesters of valuable baby eels hope 
for a stable 2022 


By PATRICK WHITTLE 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — 
The industry that harvests 
one of the most valuable 
fish species in the United 
States is hoping for a more 
stable year in 2022 after 
two years of volatile price 
swings. Fishermen in Maine 
harvest baby eels, called 
elvers. The elvers are some- 
times worth more than 
$2,000 per pound because 
they are vitally important for 
Asian aquaculture compa- 
nies. Maine is the only U.S. 
state with a significant fish- 
ery for the eels. Prices have 


fluctuated wildly since the 
start of COVID-19 pandem- 
ic. They sank to $525 per 
pound in 2020 and rose to 
about $1,850 last year. 

This year’s season begins 
March 22 amid another 
cloud of uncertainty. The 
season is always depen- 
dent on weather condi- 
tions and the timing of rivers 
thawing, because that al- 
lows the eels to run and be 
fished with nets. Unrest in 
Europe also has the ability 
to disrupt the international 
supply chain for seafood, 
said Darrell Young, co-di- 
rector of the Maine Elver 


Fishermen Association. 

The price of the elvers re- 
bounded last year in part 
because of greater ease 
in international trading at 
large during the second 
year of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

The eels themselves also 
cooperated. Maine’s fish- 
ermen are limited to a little 
less than 10,000 pounds 
(4,535 kilos) of baby eels 
per year, and they have 
reached or approached 
that number for several 
years in a row. The fishing 
industry ends for the season 
in early June or when the 


Baby eels swim in a tank after being caught in the Penobscot 
River in Brewer, Maine, on May 15, 2021. 


quota is tapped out. 

The eels get sold to Asian 
aquaculture companies 
that use them as seed stock 
so they can be raised to 
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maturity and used as food. 
They are used in Japanese 
dishes, and some return to 
the United States for use in 
sushi restaurants.L) 
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CROSSWORD 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS DOWN 
1 Antlered 1 Unseen 
animal problem 
5 Kick off 2 Singer 
10 Flaring Amos 
star 3 Tal — 
11 Painters 4 Garden 
place pavilions 
12N. Mex. 5 Pancake 
neighbor order 
13 Sentence 6 Ankara 
ender, of natives 
a sort 7 Say 
14 Rebate further 
16 Its behind g ramival 
home city 21 Way to go 
plate 9 Great 22 Rovers 
20 Earlier weight pal 
- ae 11Word 25 "Believe" 
separator = singer 
aoe bas W5Homers 26 Scuba 
20 Boat's ean Mead 
3 ace ao 17 Matadors 28 Plain to 
28 Buckeye 
29 Journey 
break 
32 Catch up 
with and 
pass 
36 Changing 
reom 
fixture 
39 Region 
40 Set 
straight 
41 Wee 
bites 
42 Fruit 
basket 
items 
43 Designer 
Spade 


HE / AJR 
I 


Yesterday's answer 


18 Gymnast 30 Game of 
Korbut hands 
18 Lowly 31 Pizzeria 
worker sights 

20 Hotel units 34 Sille 


song 
34 Retained 
35 Comfort 
36 Cut shor 
a7 Lode 
material 
38 Snoop 


AXYDLBAAKR 
iB LONCPELL OW 
One letter stands for another In this sainple, A is uscal 
for the three L's. AX for the peo O's, etc. Single Ictrers, 
apostrophes, (he lemeth and) formate of thie words 
are all hints. Each day the code letters are different. 
3-14 CRYPTOQUOTE 


CWTDP J ADMO NOWLZ CPFFOQ 


nO Ws FIJ“¢WN LJ OCA AQ 
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HDLOg 

Yesterday's Uryptoquute: TF TT WERENT FOR 
THE GCOPFEE, FO HAVE NO IDENTIFIABLE 
PERSORALITY WHATSOEVER. — DAVID 
LETTERMAN 


U.S. officials reverse Course on 


pesticide’s harm to wildlife 


By MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press 

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — U.S. 
wildlife officials reversed 
their previous finding that 
a widely used and highly 
toxic pesticide could jeop- 
ardize dozens of plants and 
animals with extinction, af- 
ter receiving pledges from 
chemical manufacturers 
that they will change prod- 
uct labels for malathion so 
that it's used more carefully 
by gardeners, farmers and 
other consumers. 

Federal rules for mala- 
thion are under review in 
response to longstanding 
concerns that the pesti- 
cide used on mosquitoes, 
grasshoppers and other 
insects also kills many rare 
plants and animals. A draft 
finding from the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service last 
April said malathion could 
threaten 78 imperiled spe- 
cies with extinction and 
cause lesser harm to many 
more. 

Wildlife officials reversed 
their position on the 78 spe- 
cies in a Feb. 28 biologi- 
cal opinion following talks 
among malathion manu- 
facturers, officials from 
the wildlife service and 
the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency, according to 
documents reviewed by 
The Associated Press. 
Wildlife service officials now 
say malathion could cause 
limited harm to hundreds 
of species, but is unlikely 
to jeopardize any of them 
with extinction as long as 
labels that dictate its use 
are changed. Their con- 
clusion depends on farm- 
ers, gardeners and other 
consumers abiding by the 
instructions on where and 
when to use the pesticide. 
Environmentalists who 
wanted more _ restrictions 
on malathion said the 
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proposed label changes 
would do little to protect 
species that in some cas- 
es have dwindled to very 
few individuals. They said 
assuming malathion users 
will follow the guidelines is 
unrealistic, and objected 
to an 18-month timeline for 
the EPA to put them into ef- 
fect. 

"This is an enormous punt," 
said Brett Hartl with the 
Center for Biological Di- 
versity. "There's not a single 
endangered species that 
will see anything change 
on the ground because of 
this biological opinion for at 
least 18 months, but prob- 
ably never." 

The manufacturers agreed 
to use labels that provide 
extensive guidelines on 
when and where malathi- 
on should be used to avoid 
killing wildlife. For example, 
the labels would say not to 
spray malathion to kill mos- 
quitoes during the middle 
of the day, when bees 
and some other insects are 
more active and thus more 
likely to be inadvertently 
killed. 

Gary Frazer, the wildlife ser- 
vice's assistant director for 
ecological services, said 
the measures would "signifi- 
cantly reduce many of the 
effects of malathion use." 
The manufacturers were 
largely represented by 
FMC Corp., a Philadelphia- 
based agricultural chemi- 
cal company, according 
to the wildlife service. FMC 
spokesperson Lars Weborg 
said the proposed labels 
and other updates to mal- 
athion guidelines "were de- 
veloped using a standard 
procedure common to any 
industry." 

He said the company 
couldn't speculate if less 
malathion would be used 
as a result. 


The 


that 
found in jeopardy last year 
included birds such as the 


species were 


Mississippi sandhill crane 
and various fish, insects, 
snails and other animals 
and plants. 

U.S. House Natural Resourc- 
es Committee Chairman 
Raul Grijalva criticized the 
Biden administration — for 
not taking stronger steps 
to protect endangered 
species from pesticides. 
The Arizona Democrat said 
"theoretical restrictions" on 
the use of malathion would 
not help.) 


assifieds 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Palm beach 

1 Bedroom 2 bath 

Week 13 room # 763 

26 weeks remain 

Price : $15 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
215211 


Condo for sale 

Pearl Aruba condos 

2 BR 2 bath 

Pool/view 

Price : $ 369 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo For sale 

Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

2 BR , 2 Bath $650 K 

3 BR , 3 bath $870 K 

Both condo ground floor 

2 BR, 2 bath 

5th floor $ 990 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Tierra del sol 

3 BR 2 1/2 bath 

Ocean view with garage 
Price :$475 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For sale 

Ruby wespunt 

4 Bedroom 4 bath 

Maind room and appartment 
With pool 

Price :$420 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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HTTA 

All Time Share Owners 

Want to sell your Time Share ? 
Call the local experts ! 

37 years doing honest business 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

We are looking to purschase 
For our costumer Marriott Surf 
And Ocean Club Platinum 
weeks 

All views and size 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

La Quinta Beach Resort 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath Townhouse 
ocean view 2 sd floor 

Week # 9 room #212 

Price : $12 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio week 13 room # 6206 
Studio week 14 room # 6205 
20 weeks remain each 

Price :$7 K each 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Dutch Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio week 12 room #33 
30 weeks remain 

Price : $9 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Casa Del Mar 

Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom 2 bath $17K each 
Wk 9/10 room # 1302 

1 BR wk 9/10 room #1329 
Price :9 K each 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 

1 BR wk 8,9,10 

Room # 931$20 K each 
Studio wk 8/9 

room #932$15 K each 

32 weeks remain each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle beach 

1 BR floating weeks 
Platinum F - building 

14 weeks remain 

Price :$6 K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 bath 

Week # 13 room # 3512 

26 weeks remain all acclerated 
expire 2036 

Price :$10 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR wk # 14 room # 2336 

1 BR wk #14 room# 2521 

1 BR wk #14 room# 2541 

1 BR wk #15 room # 2111 
Price : $7 K each 

Call :01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Azure Beach residences 
Eagle Beach 

3 BR, 3 bath 

Pool / view 

Price :$1,050,000 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Acqua condominium Aruba 
Palm Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 bath 

Ocean view 

Price :$ 835 K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Blue residences 

Eagle beach 

2 BR 2 bath 

Beach view 

Price : $ 699 K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Acqua condominium Aruba 
Palm beach 

2 BR 2 bath 

Pool view 

Price : $ 650 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Jardinas del Mar 

Eagle Beach 

3 BR, 3 bath 

Garden view 

Price: $ 575K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Harbour House 

Renaissance 

2 BR, 2 Bath 

harbour view 

Price :$ 460 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

215210 
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For Sale by Owner 

Caribbean Palm Village Resort 

Wk 50-2BR/28th, $1,900 

Wks 51852-/2BR/28th, $2,900 

Wks 51&52/1BR/2Bth, $1,900 

Wk 52-1BR/2Bth, $2,500 

Wk 11-2BR/2Bth, $1,900 

Wk 12-1 BR/2Bth, $1,200 

Wk 13-2 BR/2Bth, $1,300 

Contact: 

sales.aruba@hotmail.com 
215061 


For Sale by Owner 
Eagle Aruba Resort & Casino 
Weeks 2,3,4 
Three Bedroom Suite 
Unit #3508 
$14,950.00 per wk 
Contact 
sales.aruba@hotmail.com 
215098 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (17k); 
Week 5/1315 (19k); 
Week 8/1113 (18k); 
Week 8/1409 (18k); 
Week 9/1218 (16k); 
Week 10/1207 (16k 
Week 13/1509 (13k 
Week 14/1308 (13k 
Week 15/1217 (10k 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. Cell: (860)992-3890 
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HEALTH 


vv 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Botica Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


\Centre for Diabetes 
|Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
[Tel. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


USjon 
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ae WAS PS 
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facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


Al4 


THURSDAY 10 MARCH 2022 


IPEOPLE & ARTS 


Puberty runs amok in Pixar’s ‘Turning Red’ 


= 


This image released by Disney+ shows Mei Lee, voiced by Rosalie Chiang in a scene from “Turning 
Red.” 


By JAKE COYLE 

AP Film Writer 

For better and worse, “Turn- 
ing Red” is like no Pixar film 
before it. 

The film, directed by Do- 
mee Shi, who made the 
lovely Oscar-winning short 
“Bao,” is the first Pixar mov- 
ie directly solely by a wom- 
an. Its leadership team, 
including producers and 
art departments, is entirely 
female. And its protago- 
nist, 13-year-old Meilin Lee 
(voiced by Rosalie Chi- 
ang), is a Chinese-Cana- 
dian eighth-grader in the 
throes of puberty. 

For Pixar, a factory of child- 
hood whimsy designed to 
make adults cry, “Turning 
Red” fills in more than a 
few blind spots. Not only is 
the movie deeply rooted in 
a female and Asian-North 
American perspective, it 
wades into a chapter of life 
unfrequented by Pixar. This 
is the first film by the studio 
in which, for example, a 
sanitary pad is offered. And 
it’s the first — history take 
note — to feature twerking. 
The best thing about “Turn- 
ing Red” is how it broadens 
the horizons of the 36-year- 
old animation powerhouse 
with a_ refreshing van- 
tage point and some new 
moves. If some of Pixar's 
greatest movies have used 
high concepts to illustrate 
existential quandaries, 
“Turning Red” (which like 
the previous two Pixar re- 
leases is streaming only; it 
debuts Friday on Disney+) 
is one of the studio’s most 
specifically drawn films. 

Set in Toronto in 2002, Mei is 


a high-achieving, straight- 
A student — in an introduc- 
tory montage, a teacher 
describes her as “a very en- 
terprising, mildly annoying 
young lady” — with a solid, 
supportive group of friends: 
Miriam (Ava Morse), Abby 
(Hyein Park) and Priya (Mai- 
treyi Ramakrishnan). But 
possibly the most dominant 
relationship in Mei’s life is 
with her mother (Sandra 
Oh). She’s a domineering 
but loving parent whose 
high standards for her 
daughter have somewhat 
stifled the anxious Mei. She 
keeps certain feelings — 
like the onset of hard-to- 
control urges, particularly 
when it comes to a popular 
boy band named 4-Town 
— hidden from her mother. 
“|domake my own moves,” 
Mei says. “It’s just that some 
of my moves are also hers.” 
But it’s getting harder to 
keep some of those feel- 
ings inside for Mei. Her 
mother finds a notebook 
under her bed with swoon- 
ing drawings of 4-Town, 
and immediately _ irratio- 
nally blames an older teen 
boy for being a bad influ- 
ence. Then one morning, 
Mei awakens to find the 
transformation that’s been 
occuring within her has 
manifested itself: She turns 
into a big, fluffy red panda 
— anda walking metaphor 
for menstruation and other 
developments of young 
womanhood. 

That “Turning Red” pivots 
this way — with Mei, as 
panda, cowering in the 
bathroom with her mother 
knocking outside — is a 
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fairly radical move in the 
typically sanitized world of 
studio animation. But Shi, a 
longtime animator at Pixar, 
has never been one to shy 
away from a dramatic plot 
device. Her “Bao” con- 
ceived a mother-son tale in 
a dumpling-comes-alive al- 
legory that culminated, sur- 
prisingly, with the mom eat- 
ing her dumpling son in a fit 
of denial over him growing 
up and leaving home. 

The Lees live in one of the 
oldest Chinese temples in 
Toronto, and that setting is 
just one way “Turning Red” 
plays with balancing cul 
tural assimilation with pres- 
ervation. Mei soon discov- 
ers that panda alter-egos 
run in the family. Her moth- 
er, and their other female 
relatives, have known the 
same struggles with expres- 
sion and repression. (Some 
similar themes about not 
holding in your feelings 
were brought more vividly 
to life another recent Dis- 
ney hit, “Encanto.”) 

Where | think “Turning Red” 
mainly misses is with the 
mom. The movie is struc- 
tured for her to be the 
primary foil and friend of 
Mei, but her character isn’t 
much more than an assort- 
ment of Asian tiger mom 
tropes. That leaves little to 
propel “Turning Red” other 
than the inevitable em- 
powerment of Mei. There 
are delights along the way: 
a rooftop skip through To- 
ronto, with a dose of wuxia 
magic; the rich, lovable 
design of Mei’s Totoro-sized 
panda; the close-knit com- 
panionship of her friends. 


Tony Awards to return 
to return to regular date 
and place 


By MARK KENNEDY AP Entertainment Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — In another sign that show business is 
snapping back to its pre-pandemic rhythm, the Tony 
Awards will once again take place in June and at a 
familiar location, Radio City Music Hall. 

The Broadway League and the American Theatre 
Wing announced Wednesday that the awards will be 
handed out June 12 and aired on CBS, but instead of 
a three-hour presentation, producers are adding an 
extra hour ahead of the telecast that will stream only 
on Paramount+. The broadcast will be live across the 
country, starting at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT), and the main 
event will be live at 8 p.m. ET (5 p.m. PT). 

There was no word on a host. 

The ceremony will he held nine months after “Moulin 
Rouge! The Musical” took the best new musical crown 
at the last Tony Awards, one postponed because of 
the pandemic. That show was also expanded from its 
typical three hours to four, with host Audra McDon- 
ald handing out Tonys for the first two hours and Leslie 
Odom Jr. hosting a “Broadway’s Back!” celebration 
for the second half with performances from the three 
top musicals. 

The Tony Awards eligibility cut-off date for the 2021- 
2022 season is April 28 for all Broadway productions 
which meet all other eligibility requirements. Nomina- 
tions for the 2022 Tony Awards will be announced May 
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But “Turning Red” is surpris- 
ingly free of humor or the 
kind of visual wit that has 
long been a Pixar hallmark. 
It could be that, if we’re 
talking about representing 
hard-to-tame adolescent 
urges in monster form, “Turn- 
ing Red” — bold as it may 
be — can’t come close to 
matching the messy comic 
farce of “Big Mouth,” the 
far less family-friendly but 
much more true-to-life ani- 
mated series that paired 
seventh graders with lasciv- 
ious “hormone monsters.” It 
isn't easy — or maybe even 
possible — to do puberty 


justice with a PG rating. 

But “Turning Red” does nail 
one rite of female adoles- 
cence with remarkable 
accuracy: the boy band. 
With radio-ready pop tunes 
by Billie Eilish and Finneas 
(who voices one of the 
singers), 4-Town is about as 
pitch perfect as an NSNYC 
knockoff can be. But just 
as good is Mei’s mother’s 
cutting critique of them as 
“glittery delinquents with 
their ... gyrations.” | seriously 
doubt | will ever listen to my 
daughters blast BIS with- 
out muttering her line to 
myself.) 


Union makes counteroffer 
on 98th day of lockout 


By RONALD BLUM 

AP Baseball Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Negotia- 
tors for locked-out players 
made their latest coun- 
teroffer to Major League 
Baseball on Wednesday af- 
ter Commissioner Rob Man- 
fred let pass his deadline to 
reach a deal preserving a 
162-game season. 

The sides negotiated on 
and off for 16 1/2 hours 
until 3 a.m. Wednesday 
morning, then broke for the 
union to hold a morning 
conference call with its ex- 
ecutive board. 


Union chief negotiator 
Bruce Meyer and gen- 
eral counsel lan Penny 


then walked three blocks 
through a wintry mix of rain 
and snow to deliver the 
proposal to MLB's office, 
then headed back to the 
union headquarters. 

On the 98th day of the 
lockout, MLB said no ad- 
ditional games had been 
canceled and _ talks will 
continue. 

MLB made moves Tues- 
day toward players on the 
key economic issues of the 
luxury tax, the amount of 
a new bonus pool for pre- 
arbitration-eligible players 
and minimum salaries. The 
league also pushed for its 
long-held goal of an inter- 


national amateur draft. 
Teams would rotate pick- 
ing in different quadrants of 
the first round over a four- 
year period, and a slotting 
system would be installed 
similar to what the union 
agreed to starting in 2012 
for the amateur draft cov- 
ering residents of the USS., 
Puerto Rico and Canada. 
The international draft pro- 
posal includes hard slots 
that could not be negoti- 
ated by individuals. MLB 
estimates $17 million in ad- 
ditional spending for the 
drafted international play- 
ers above the $166.3 mil- 
lion spent by the 30 teams 
in 2021, plus an additional 
$6 million on non-drafted 
players. The draft would 
start in 2024. 

The union’s long steadfast 
opposition to an interna- 
tional draft remains an ob- 
stacle to an agreement, 
and MLB has tied it to drop- 
ping direct amateur draft- 
pick compensation — for 
qualified free agents. 
International players would 
lose the right to pick which 
team they sign with. The 
age for the draft would be 
in the year a player turns 
16. 

The deadline Tuesday was 
the third set by MLB in the 
past two weeks. 


Major League Baseball Commissioner Rob Manfred speaks during a news conference after 
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negotiations with the players’ association toward a labor deal, Tuesday, March 1, 2022, at Roger 


Dean Stadium in Jupiter, Fla. 


Manfred originally set a 
Feb. 28 deadline for pre- 
serving opening day on 
March 31. After 16 1/2 hours 
of bargaining in Jupiter, 
Florida, that began Feb. 
28 and ended at 2:30 a.m. 
the following morning pro- 
duced progress, Manfred 
extended that deadline to 
5 p.m. the following day. 
Talks broke down, and 
Manfred announced the 
first two series for each 
team during the season 
had been canceled. Ne- 
gotiators returned to New 
York and resumed bargain- 
ing on Sunday. 

While it appears there is 


no chance opening day 
could take place as origi- 
nally scheduled, MLB told 
the union that Tuesday 
was the last possible day to 
reach an agreement that 
would allow a modified 
162-game schedule, along 
with full salary and service 
time needed to reach free 
agency for players. 

MLB on Tuesday offered 
a tax threshold starting at 
$230 million and rising to 
$242 million, a person famil- 
iar with the proposal said, 
confirming a move first re- 
ported by The Athletic. The 
person, speaking to The 
Associated Press on condi- 


Associated Press 


tion of anonymity because 
no public statements were 
authorized, said manage- 
ment’s proposal contained 
tougher penalties at a 
higher payroll level than in 
the expired agreement. 
The union began the week 
at $238 million for this year, 
rising to $263 million in 2026. 
The union entered Mon- 
day asking for an $80 mil- 
lion bonus pool for this year 
and MLB upped its offer on 
Tuesday from $30 million to 
$40 million. MLB offered a 
$700,000 minimum salary 
for this year and the union 
asked for $725,000.q 


head 


Miami 
coach Brian Flores talks to 
the media before an NFL 
football practice at Baptist 
Health Training Complex in 
Hard Rock Stadium in Miami 


Dolphins 


Gardens, Fla., 
Oct. 6, 2021. 
Associated Press 
By The Associated Press 
Brian Flores wants the NFL 
to reject the Miami Dol- 
phins’ request for an ar- 
bitration hearing regard- 
ing his class-action lawsuit 
against the team and the 


Wednesday, 


Brian Flores wants lawsuit against NFL heard in court 


league alleging racist hiring 
practices. 

Flores’ lawyer sent a letter 
to NFL Commissioner Roger 
Goodell on Wednesday, 
urging him to turn down Mi- 
ami's request and have the 
case settled in court. 
“Arbitration is not transpar- 
ent,” attorney Douglas H. 
Wigdor wrote in his letter. 
“Indeed, arbitration is by its 
very nature a secretive pro- 
cess that takes place be- 
hind closed doors and out- 
side of the public eye. The 
lack of transparency in ar- 
bitration only serves to con- 
tinue the status quo—which 
in this case, is one that you 
have conceded must be 
fairly evaluated and po- 
tentially overhauled. That 
cannot happen in arbitra- 
tion. In addition to being 


secret and_ confidential, 
it is a well-accepted fact 
that arbitration presents a 
barrier to justice for victims 
of discrimination and other 
misconduct.” 

Flores, hired as a senior de- 
fensive assistant for the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers last month, 
filled his lawsuit against the 
NFL, Dolphins, New York Gi- 
ants and Denver Broncos 
following his dismissal by 
Miami. Flores led the Dol- 
phins to consecutive win- 
ning seasons before he was 
fired in January. 

“The claims that we filed 
involve important issues of 
systemic race discrimina- 
tion and the integrity of NFL 
football games,” Flores said 
in a statement provided by 
his lawyer. “Unfortunately, 
the Dolphins and their at- 


torneys, Quinn Emanuel 
and Paul Weiss, are trying 
to push the claims against 


the Dolphins into secret 
arbitration proceedings 
that lack transparency. 


There are currently ongo- 
ing legislative efforts to 
end forced arbitration for 
claims of race discrimina- 
tion, which | fully support. 
| would hope that the NFL 
and Dolphins would also 
support those efforts. Com- 
missioner Goodell now has 
a choice to make. Will he 
allow this case and future 
race discrimination claims 
to play out in a transparent 
and public legal process, or 
continue along the same 
unacceptable path?” 

Flores’ lawsuit alleges the 
league has discriminated 
against him and other 


Black coaches for racial 
reasons, denying them po- 
sitions as head coaches, 
offensive and defensive 
coordinators and quarter- 
backs coaches, as well as 
general managers. Flores 
also claims Miami offered 
him $100,000 per loss dur- 
ing his first season with the 
team in 2019 in an effort to 
receive a top draft pick. 
The NFL has maintained the 
lawsuit is “without merit,” 
although Goodell said be- 
fore the Super Bow! that “alll 
of the allegations, whether 
they were based on rac- 
ism or discrimination or the 
integrity of our game, all of 
those to me were very dis- 
turbing.” 

The Dolphins requested 
the arbitration hearing last 
month.) 
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A big purse and a big mystery at The Players Championship 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 


PONTE VEDRA ~~ BEACH, 
Fla. (AP) — Justin Thomas 
walked into the locker 


room at the TPC Sawgrass 
just like has done for the last 
seven years, with one inter- 
ruption in his routine. 

His memory told him to 
peel off to the right. Then 
he remembered one of 
the perks from winning The 
Players Championship last 
year, and he went left into 
the small locker area re- 
served only for champions. 
“A nice adjustment that I'll 
be able to make going for- 
ward,” he said. 

There are other perks this 
year, starting with the di- 
rect deposit into players’ 
accounts at the end of the 
week. The premier event 
of the strongest tour in golf 
now offers the richest purse 
at $20 million, with $3.6 mil- 
lion going to the winner. 
The top three places pay 
out seven figures. Someone 
can finish out of the top 10 
and still make more than 
$500,000. 

What hasn't changed is the 
fickle nature of The Players 
Championship. The TPC 
Sawgrass, whether it’s held 
in March or May, is known 
not to favor any one partic- 
ular style of game, whether 
it’s power like Thomas, Tiger 
Woods or Rory Mcllroy, or 


Justin Thomas tees off on the 15th hole during 


of the Genesis Invitational golf tourn 
Club, Sunday, Feb. 20, 2022, in the Pa 


Angeles. 


precision like Matt Kuchar 
or Webb Simpson. 

“You look at the winners, 
and it’s crazy,” Thomas 
said. “It’s truly a place that 
| don’t think it favors one 
shot shape. ... It’s just who- 
ever decides to go out and 
get it the best that week.” 
Thomas has one piece of 
history to overcome. No 
one has won back-to-back 
in The Players Champion- 
ship, whether it was held 
at Atlanta Country Club or 
Colonial, across the street 
at wind-whipped Sawgrass 
Country Club or the Sta- 
dium Course, where it has 
been held for the last 40 
years. 

Woods and Sergio Garcia 
went from a runner-up fin- 


the final round 
t Riviera a 


~ Associated Press 
ish to victory the followi 
year, and that’s about 
close as it gets. 


Thomas took the advice — 


of Alabama coach Nick 
Saban in approaching the 
week. He's not defending 
anything just because he 
won. 

“I’m just going to go try to 
win it again,” he said. 
Different about this week 
is that players might actu- 
ally carry an umbrella. In 
a most unusual start to the 
year, the PGA Tour has not 
had any round in four states 
across five time zones inter- 
rupted by weather. 

Storms are in the forecast 
for later in the week, with 
a cold front due on the 
weekend. 


The variety has come in the 
scoring. There were com- 
plaints that scoring was 
too low on the West Coast 
Swing. 

And then Bay Hill was too 
hard, with only 10 players 
finishing Under par. 

Mcllroy was among those 
who thought the Arnold 
Palmer Invitational might 
have gone a little bit over 
the edge with its greens so 
yellow and bare that putts 
were gliding more than roll- 
ing. He said it made him 
feel as though he was play- 
1 worse than he was. 
comments after 


misconstrued,” 
aid. “| was definite- 
ly complaining. Look, it was 
the same for everyone — | 
certainly get that. But there 
was a lot of alcoholic bev- 
erages being drunk in the 
locker room when | went in 
there on Sunday afternoon 
by a lot of the players, so 
it wasn’t just me out there 
having a rough time.” 
The TPC Sawgrass can 
rough players up in a differ- 
ent way, firm or soft, calm or 
windy. There’s water in play 
over the final eight holes, 
including more water than 
land on the infamous island 
green for the par-3 17th. 
Mcllroy missed the cut one 


year, won the next, and his 
next time he missed the cut 
again. Maybe that explains 
why no one has repeated 
as champion. Or maybe it’s 
as simple, as Thomas says, 
that the field is stronger 
than any other from top to 
bottom. 

Missing this year is Bryson 
DeChambeau with hand 
and hip injuries he says are 
still not at full strength. Har- 
ris English is recovering from 
hip surgery. Kevin Na’s wife 
is expecting their third child. 
Phil Mickelson remains on 
hiatus. 

That still leaves 46 of the top 
50 in the world. And while 
it's s not considered a major 


players. 

Collin Morikawa kept hear- 
ing it was a big deal when 
he was growing up, but at 
the time, the landscape of 
golf to him started with the 
four majors. 

“But since I’ve turned pro, 
I've viewed it very differ- 
ently, and | appreciate ev- 
erything that’s put into this 
tournament because it is 
amazing,” Morikawa said. 
“The scope, the landscape 
of everything out here 
when we show up, it’s all 
for us — it’s all for the PGA 
Tour players. And _ that’s 
why you want to win this 
tournament.” 


By MARK THIESSEN 
Associated Press 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska 
(AP) — Dallas Seavey was 
leading the Iditarod early 
Wednesday, in his quest to 
become the race's great- 
est champion. 


ey» 


Five-time winner Dallas Seavey takes his sled dog team through a snowstorm in downtown 
Anchorage, Alaska, on Saturday, March 5, 2022, during the ceremonial start of the Iditarod Trail 
Sled Dog Race. 


Seavey was the first musher 
to leave the ghost town of 
Ophir as mushers continue 
to jockey for position in the 
early part of the Iditarod 
Trail Sled Dog Race, and 
lead changes are com- 
mon. 


Associated Press 


Ophir is 352 miles (566 ki- 
lometers) into the nearly 
1,000-mile —_(1,609-kilome- 
ter) race. Seavey left there 
at 3:49 a.m. Wednesday 
with 12 dogs in harness. 
He had an 18-minute lead 
over the second-place 


Iditarod leader Seavey 
is first to leave ghost 
town of Ophir 


musher, Brent Sass, who 
has 13 dogs remaining on 
his team. 

Sass, the race’s 2012 Rook- 
ie of the Year, is looking for 
his first Iditarod title. 

A musher must start the 
race with at least 12 dogs 
but no more than 14. Race 
rules require at least five 
dogs be on the team at 
the finish line. Seavey, the 
defending champion, is 
tied with Rick Swenson with 
the most Iditarod titles, at 
five apiece. Swenson won 
his fifth title in 1991, and 
the now-71-year-old mush- 
er last ran the Iditarod in 
2012. Seavey earlier told 


The Associated Press that 
win or lose, he will likely 
take a break from the race 
after this year to spend 
time with his daughter. 
Musher Aaron Burmeis- 
jer picked Up some 
homemade Alaska swag 
Wednesday when he was 
the first musher to reach 
McGrath, the checkpoint 
right before Ophir. 

The prizes, made by Mc- 
Grath residents, included a 
pair of musher mitts made 
of beaver fur and beaded 
moose hide by Loretta 
Maillelle and a beaver fur 
musher hat sewn by Lucy 
Miller.) 


